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had been notified, as against 14 in the previous week, and
for the week ended Saturday, June 29th, six deaths were
reported, as against 20 in the week ended June 22nd. Of 87
cases in the fever hospital at Purdysburn 37 were on

July 4th suffering from cerebro-spinal meningitis.
The Mater Infirmorum Hospital, Belfast.

As a result of the Saturday collection (June 29th) a total
of .81142 (including &pound;120 handed in at the hospital) was
obtained, a sum larger than that of last year.

Cowan Heron Cottage Hospital, DrontoTe.
At the seventh annual meeting of the governors and sub-

scribers held on July 4th, references having been made to
the gratifying results of the year’s working and to the in-
crease in last year’s subscriptions, Mr. W. 0. Heron, D.L.,
who presided, stated that he was anxious to assist still
further the good work being done and to that end was at
present having plans prepared for the extension of the

hospital buildings by the erection of two convalescent wards.
The Belfast Asylum.

At present there are 678 patients in the Belfast Asylum,
398 at Purdysburn new asylum, and at the Ballymena
annexe 62. At a meeting of the asylum committee held on
July 8th it was decided, at the request of one of the
members, to make out a list of the paying patients.
July 9th.

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

A Monument to Professor Brouardel.
A VERY influential committee has been formed for the

purpose of erecting in Paris a monument to Professor
Brouardel who died about a year ago and an obituary
notice of whom appeared in THE LANCET of August llth,
1906. Professor Brouardel was for many years a re-

presentative figure in the medical profession in France
and his numerous writings, as well as his occupancy
of important positions in international congresses, made
his name universally known in medical circles. The com-
mittee has the patronage of the President of the Republic,
the Minister of the Interior, and the Minister of Public
Instruction. The President of the committee is M. E. Loubet
and the list of vice-presidents contains more than a hundred
names of persons eminent both in science and in public
life. Subscriptions to the fund are received by MM. J. B.
Bailliere et Fils, 19, Rue Hautefeuille, Paris.

Proposed Non-medical Control of Medical and Surgical Work
in the Paris Hospitals.

The general council of the Soci&eacute;t&eacute;s Medicales d’Arrondisse-
ment de Paris et de la Seine has been recently considering a
somewhat unusual question. The council had heard that
M. Soller had offered to provide a fund for the creation of
special departments which, though under non-medical
direction, would have control over the medical and

surgical work of the Paris hospitals. The council was
of opinion that scientific knowledge could not be
usefully applied in medical questions except by persons
who had received a medical education. and in the
interests of the patients it was necessary that the physicians
and surgeons should be at liberty to employ whatever treat-
ment they conscientiously believed to be best. A medical
man was legally responsible for any imprudent or culpable
act (faute lonrde) committed in his professional work. The
council was therefore strongly opposed to the suggested
creation of a controlling authority composed of persons who
had not received a medical training.
The Death of the Princpss Henrietta, Daughter of Charles I.

of England.
In a paper read at a recent meeting of the Societe de

M&eacute;decine de Paris Professor Pozzi discussed some very
interesting questions connected with the last illness of the
Princess Henrietta, daughter of King Charles I. of England
and wife of the Duke of Orleans. He said that the

principal explanations which had been suggested were

poison or acute peritonitis which might have pro.
ceeded either from perforation of a gastric ulcer or

from perforation of a gangrenous appendix. Professor
Pozzi, however, from an examination of the clinical and
anatomical references in contemporary accounts of the case,

has come to the conclusion that the death of the Princess in
nine hours was due to profuse internal haemorrhage caused
by the rupture of an extra-uterine pregnancy in the first or
second month. He drew attention to the complete agree-
ment of the classical symptoms of this condition with those
which were observed in the Princess’s illness. He said that
the absence of vomiting was fatal to the hypotheses of
poisoning or peritonitis. As the lower part of the abdomen
was not examined at the necropsy out of respect for the rank
of the deceased, it was not surprising that pelvic haemorrhage
was overlooked.

Appointments.
At a meeting of the Academy of Medicine held on July 2nd

M. Bar was appointed a member in the section of obstetrics
in succession to the late Professor Budin. The council of
the Faculty of Medicine have made the following appoint-
ments to vacant chairs : M. Bar to the chair of clinical
obstetrics, in succession to Professor Budin ; M. Qu&eacute;nu to
the chair of m&eacute;decine op&eacute;ratoire, in succession to Professor
Terrier; and M. Prenant of Nancy to the chair of histology,
in succession to M. Mathias Duval.
July 9th. 

___________________

BERLIN.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Researches on Cancer.
Professor von Leyden and Dr. Bergell, writing to the

Deutsche Medizinsche Wochenschrift, have made an interest-
ing communication on cancer. They said that the endeavours
to destroy cancer by certain ferments, such as pancreatin,
were of no practical use, as by injections of this substance
not only cancerous but also healthy tissue was attacked.
During the course of their experiments they also examined
other ferments of animal origin and in the liver they found
one which acted on. peptones which were resistant even
against pancreatin. Injections of small quantities of this
ferment into malignant growths produced a quickly pro-
gressive necrosis of the tissue. The naked-eye appearances
consisted in softening and liquefaction of the tissue ; micro-
scopically it was seen that necrosis had occurred and that
the nuclei of the cells had lost their staining capacity. Caseous
degeneration was not observed, except in malignant growths
occurring in mice. The principal feature of the injection was
the selection made by the ferment between cancerous and
healthy tissue, the necrosis being limited only to the malig-
nant growth. It was not yet possible to use this procedure
for therapeutic purposes, but the discovery was very im-
portant from a theoretical point of view. There was a
marked difference between pancreatin and the liver ferment.
Pancreatin digested the isolated albuminous substance of
cancer and also the growth in the test-tube but produced
only a small circumscribed solvent effect in the living
growth. The liver ferment acted neither on the isolated
albuminous constituents of cancer nor on the growth in a
test-tube, but it had an extremely powerful action on the
living growth, on carcinoma as well as on sarcoma. This
fact led to the conclusion that the normal organism con-
tained a specific hydrolytic ferment, deficiency of which
caused the growth to increase.

The Treatment of S’yphilis by Atoxyl.
Professor Lassar has given in the Berliner Klinische

Wochenschrift some details of the treatment of syphilis by
atoxyl. He said that the efficacy of atoxyl against sleeping
sickness, a disease caused by a protozoon, led to the con-
clusion that this remedy might be equally efficacious against
other protozoal diseases. As the protozoal nature of syphilis
has been acknowledged since the discovery of the spiroch2ata
pallida by the late Dr. Schaudinn, atoxyl was tried as a

remedy against this disease. Following the method recom-
mended by Dr. Salmon of Paris, 0’ 5 gramme of atoxyl in a
solution of 10 per cent. strength was injected every second
day, the result being that the symptoms of recent syphilis dis-
appeared. Undesirable complications, however, were caused
by the cumulative action of the drug, especially disturbance
of the patient’s general health, but this ceased at once when
the administration of atoxyl was stopped. A smaller dose
was therefore used by Professor Lassar with excellent results

. in 25 cases of both recent and long-standing syphilis.
Primary ulcers healed, papules underwent a regressive meta-
morphosis, annular forms of the exanthem faded, and



123

gummatous infiltrations dried up. The effect of this treat- Iment was, just as in the case of mercurial treatment,
different in individual patients, showing itself sometimes
quickly and sometimes slowly. In one case only no effect at
all was observed, so that a course of mercury had to be
given. It was remarkable that the spiroohsetse continued to
be present in the cases treated successfully by atoxyl.-
The atoxyl treatment of syphilis was also discussed by
Professor Lesser before a meeting of the Berlin Society of
Internal Medicine. He first spoke against excision of the
primary chancre and against the administration of mercury
previously to the appearance of the secondary symptoms,
both of these procedures being inadvisable in his opinion.
He recommended the intermittent treatment according to
Fournier’s method during the first years after the infection.
According to him the spiroch&aelig;t&aelig; were not destroyed by
mercury, although their virulence became diminished.
Injections of atoxyl in large doses (six grammes have been
administered) had a beneficial effect. The action of atoxyl
was especially remarkable in " galloping syphilis, where an
improvement was obtained much more quickly than by
mercury. He had also observed undesirable symptoms,
especially albuminuria, so that caution in the use of the
drug was absolutely necessary.

The Prevention of Tuberculosis.
The annual conferences of the German committee for the

prevention of tuberculosis and of the medical men holding
appointments at sanatoriums connected with the anti-tuber-
culous movement were held at Berlin on May 20th and on
May 24th and 25th respectively. Count Posadowsky pre-
sided over the meeting of the committee and Professor
Fraenkel over that of the medical men. At the meeting
of the committee Herr Kehl read a paper on the Struggle
against Tuberculosis in the Country, explaining the reasons
why the mortality of tuberculosis in the country exceeded the
average mortality of the disease. He strongly recommended
the establishment of small hospitals in rural districts where
these institutions were evidently not numerous enough to
meet the wants of the population. In addition to the

hospitals he recommended that nurses brought up in the
country and trained for a shorter period than those working
in the towns should be appointed in rural districts. There

,ought to be courses of instruction for nurses and lectures tor
ladies who might eventually desire to act as honorary nurses
in case of need, and a system of dispensaries ought to be
,established all over the country districts which hitherto had
been left somewhat in the background as compared with the
amount of work done for the towns. Another subject dis-
cussed in the meeting concerned the sanatoriums which
were recently so unfavourably criticised, as reported in
THE LANCET of May llth, 1907, page 1328. All the

speakers agreed that these attacks were quite unfounded.
In the meeting of medical men addresses were delivered
on the genesis of pulmonary tuberculosis from the
bronchial glands through the lymphatics, and radiograms
were shown in which the progress of tuberculous pro-
cesses was seen. The principal subject of discussion
was the tuberculin treatment. It was generally agreed
that good results were obtained, especially by the old
tuberculin of Professor Robert Koch; whilst some of the

speakers preferred Marmorek’s serum. Dr. Neissen of Stettin
recommended the administration of an emulsion of tubercle
bacilli in severe cases. The tuberculin treatment must of
course be combined with hygienic and dietetic measures.
Prejudicial effects due to the administration of tuberculin
- were not observed. No trustworthy report could be obtained
-on the effect of Professor von Behring’s tularg, as he dis-
tributed the compound only under the condition that reports
were to be made exclusively to himself.

Bad Br&uuml;ckenau.
The Royal State Ministry of Finance, which has charge of

the Royal Bavarian Baths, invited the medical men of
Munich to pay a visit of inspection to the Royal Mineral
Baths of Kissingen and Bruckenau. These gentlemen
therefore travelled on June 24th in a special train
placed at their disposal to Kissingen and thence bv
automobile to Bad Bruckenau. They especially visited
the Wernarzer, Stahl, and Sinnberger springs which are

renowned for their healing properties and entirely approved
of the accommodation provided there ; not a small
amount of their praise was expended on the carbonic acic
baths which are made as efficient as possible. In the after.
- noon a dinner was given by Kgl. Kommerzienrat Roth to thE

medical men and was attended by His Excellency Herr Kgl...
Staatsminister von Pfaff and by other Government officials,
altogether about 100 persons. Just after 5 o’clock in the
evening the medical men travelled back to Munich by special
train after expressing the greatest satisfaction with their
visit to Bad Bruckenau.
July 8th. 

_________________

COPENHAGEN.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Appointment of an Englishman as a University Professor in
Sweden.

IT would seem that some dissatisfaction has been aroused
in Swedish medical circles on account of the Medical
Faculty of the University in Lund having decided to offer
the recently established chair of pharmacology to a

foreigner, Mr. Ernst Overton, Ph.D. Mr. Overton is by birth
an Englishman but he completed his academical career in .

Zurich, where for some time he lectured on biology. His
latest appointment was as assistant to the famous physio-
logist, Professor von Frey, in Wurzburg. The fact that
no Swedish pharmacologist was available at the time in
question forced the Medical Faculty of the University
of Lund to look abroad for a suitable man, and considering
the excellent scientific qualifications of Mr. Overton, there
can be no doubt that the choice has been very fortunate.
The objectors to his appointment, however, lay stress on the
circumstance that he has not passed any medical examina-
tion, as also on the regulation providing that foreigners
appointed to chairs in the Swedish universities must profess
the pure evangelical doctrine in religion. The first objection
will undoubtedly form no serious obstacle as Mr. Overton’s
work in biology and physiology is an excellent preparation
for the modern teaching of pharmacology; and the second
will probably be met in a way suggested by the Chancellor
of the University, Bishop Billing-namely, that the question
be left undecided until Mr. Overton has acquired Swedish
nationality when the difficulty will cease to exist.

The Treatment of Tuberculous Laryngitis.
Dr. S. Bang, the medical director of the Tuberculosis

Sanatorium of Silkeborg in Denmark, has constructed an
apparatus for the treatment of tuberculous laryngitis by
means of the electric light. Five or six years ago, when a
member of the staff of the Finsen Light Institute, he made
the preliminary experiments that have resulted in the simple
and efficient apparatus which he has now been using for
the last three years. As it is necessary to employ only
’’cold light" the source of light that has been selected
is the arc lamp with iron electrodes, originally devised
by Dr. Bang. The rays of this lamp are received
by a rectangular quartz prism placed at the narrow

end of a metal funnel which the patient takes into
his mouth and from the hypotenuse of this prism the
rays are totally reflected into the larynx. As with a current
of 10 or 12 amperes about two minutes suffice to produce a
very strong typical light reaction on the interior of the
larynx, the surgeon can manipulate the apparatus during the
whole exposure and can make sure that the rays really reach
the diseased parts of the larynx. Dr. Bang thinks that the
method will prove useful only in those cases in which it is
possible to direct the reflected rays at a right angle to the
affected area.
July lst. 

__________________

VIENNA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Diagnostic Injection of Tuberculin in an Infant.
As medical men very seldom have an opportunity of

witnessing the infection of a patient with tuberculosis and
the subsequent development of the disease the following
case, shown by Dr. von Perquet at a meeting of the Gesell-
schaft der Aerzte, possesses considerable interest. A child
of five weeks of age was brought to him with eczema of the
right cheek. This soon improved but an ulcer remained for
some time, the child began to lose weight, and the family
history revealed the influence of pulmonary tuberculosis.
Three weeks later the glands of the neck became markedlyenlarged, bronchitis followed, and when the child was 16


